





8

Directions for the Proper Formation of Posts and Military
Escorts.

[As IssUED IN GENERAL ORDERS NoO. 9|

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSVYLVANIA,
GRAND ARMY. OF THE REPUBLIC,
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
PHILADELPHIA, May 18th, 1881.

The following instructions are hereby issued for the forma-
tion of Posts in line and in column, and will be observed on all
public parades, funeral and other occasions of ceremony :

FORMATION IN LINE.

The Post Commander will take position four yards in front
of the centre of the Post, the Adjutant two yards in the rear,
the Senior Vice Commander two yards in front of the centre
of the right platoon, and the Junior Vice Commander two yards
in front of the centre of the left platoon.

The music will form on the extreme right.

The Post ;. A. R. color bearers will take position two yards
to the left of the band.

Comrades under arms will take position two yards on the
left of the Post G. A. R. color bearers. ‘The Post officers will
take position two vards on the left of the comrades under arms
in the following order: Officer of the Day, Surgeon, Chaplain,
Quartermaster, Officer of the Guard; in their rear National,
Department and visiting officers and Past Post Commanders.

The Post will form three yards on the left of these officers,
with the Sergeant Major on the right, the Quartermaster Ser-
geant on the left of the front rank, the National and State
colors on the left of the right platoon.

Corps flags will be distributed equi distant along the line,
and will be carried by No. 4 of the proper section.

The Sergeant Major and Quartermaster Sergeant will carry
the Post quidons.
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FORMATION IN COLUMN

On wheeling into column, the Post Commander will take position im
mediately in rear of the comrades under arms, the Adjutant taking posi-
tion on the left. The accompanying diagram will show the position of
the other oflicers and of all the colors.
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General Instructions.

Should there be no comrades under arms, the same relative formation
will be observed.

If the Post be accompanied by a military escort which is without music,
the escort will form, when in line, four yards on the left of the Post band,
and will occupy the same relative position when in column. If provided
with music, the Military escort will form on the right of the Post band,
the left of the escort two yards from the right of the said band, and will
occupy the same relative position in column.

In formation in line or column of two or more Posts, they will form in
their numercial order at four yards interval or distance.

Posts will be divided into two equal platoons formed in double rank and
counted off in fours.

Other organizations not military in their character should follow the

Post.
SALUTING.

The wearing of swords or belts oustide the Post rooms by Post officers,

except those connected officially with firing parties, is prohibited.

When in march honors will be rendered by dipping the colors only.
None of the officers or comrades will salute with hand when in column
or on the march.

When standing in line honors will be rendered by dipping the colors,
the officers and comrades saluting with the hand,at the command present
arms. At the command arms, comrades will carry the right hand smartly
to the vizor of the cap, palm of the hand to the front, thumb and fingers
closed and extended, the forefinger touching the vizor. The hand will
he retained in this position until the command carry arms, when it will be
dropped smartly to the side. The command Post salute will be used only

in the Post room.

Assistant Adjutant General



